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SAFETY MONDAY

Safely Navigating Intersections

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s 2017 Large Truck and Bus Crash Facts
report (Early Release version, March 2019) showed that there were 1,084 large truck related
fatalities in or related to intersections compared to 942 in 2016. The bulk (777) of the 2017
fatal intersection/intersection-related incidents took place in four-way intersections. With the
right education, focus on the road ahead and reduction of distractions, many of these
incidents could have been prevented.

As incidents in intersections have increased in recent years, these are steps you can take to
help reduce the risk of being involved in an intersection-related accident:

o Eliminate distractions. Turn off all mobile devices, cell phones, radios, etc.

. Study the situation in front of you and pay attention to any potential visual obstructions
or challenges. Be especially cautious if you cannot see the road or traffic clearly at an
intersection because of trees, buildings, other vehicles or structures. When turning, edge
forward slowly until you can see past whatever is blocking your view. Once the intersection is
clear or traffic signals indicate you may proceed, continue driving with care.

J Look out for motorists and pedestrians who may disobey traffic signals and that
proceed through the intersection without stopping or yielding the right-of-way. If you're not

sure what other drivers are going to do, be safe and let them go first.

° When entering an intersection when the sun is rising or setting, use extra care since
other drivers may have difficulty seeing you.

. If you find yourself in an intersection when the traffic light changes, complete your turn
as soon as traffic clears. Do not back up.

. You may not see a smaller vehicle that is hidden by larger vehicles traveling in the same
direction. With that, stay alert for all vehicle types so that you can plan your movements
accordingly.
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