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SAFETY MONDAY

Blind Spot Safety

Drivers have to be constantly vigilant to detect unexpected road conditions,
distracted drivers, and motorists who don’t understand how commercial vehicles
operate. Something that many passenger vehicle drivers don't realize is that a

~ commercial motor vehicle such as waste and recycling vehicles industry have large
blind spots around all four sides. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety
. Administration nearly 840,000 blind spot accidents occur in the United States each
' year, leading to millions of dollars in damages and serious, life-threatening injuries.
Here are tips to help keep you monitor your blind spots and avoid accidents:

K Always check your mirrors and adjust them correctly before beginning a shift.

K Check mirrors every 8-10 seconds to be aware of vehicles entering your blind
- spots. Other motorists may not be aware of a truck's "no zones" — those where
| crashes are most likely to occur. Common "no zones" include:

o  Off to the side just in front of the cab
o Just behind the side mirrors
| o Directly behind the truck

| o If others aren't aware of these trouble spots, they may drive dangerously
| close. As frustrating as this can be, it's up to you to exercise caution before turning
. or changing lanes and to maintain a safe distance.

| o Always signal and brake to give other drivers plenty of time to notice your
. intent. Change lanes slowly.
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