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November 29, 2011
Mr. Alan Wertepney
Mock Roos & Associates
5720 Corporate Way

West Palm Beach, FL 33407
Subject:
Palm Beach County Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) 


NPDES Permit No. FLS000018 (Cycle 3)

TMDL Prioritization Report 

Dear Mr. Wertepney:

Thank you very much for the October 6 submittal of the Draft TMDL Prioritization Report as required by Part VIII.B.3.a of the Cycle 3 MS4 permit.  We approve the list of applicable adopted TMDLs, the prioritization and ranking process for the adopted TMDLs, and the outfall selected for monitoring.    Although the permit requires storm-event monitoring to be conducted at an outfall that discharges to the impaired water body, we do not believe it will be effective to conduct traditional storm-event monitoring for turbidity at this outfall, since the associated MS4 discharges represents such a small component of the overall discharge into these water bodies and since they enter a large wet detention system that slowly bleeds down on a daily basis.   Consequently, the permittees will still be required to rank their outfalls and submit a Monitoring and Assessment Plan as required by Part VIII.B.3.b of the permit for the L-8 Canal, with consideration for an alternative monitoring program.

While storm event monitoring does not make sense for these TMDLs, we believe that an alternative monitoring program would provide more valuable information than a monthly ambient grab sample at the discharge structure of the 720 acre reservoir.  For example, during the dry season a monthly sample may be appropriate but during the wet season we believe that a weekly sample will provide better data that can be more directly related to storm events.  In addition, rainfall should be measured within the contributing watershed to determine if any correlations occur between the storm, the associated period of discharge from the reservoir, and the resulting turbidity measurements.  We can discuss this during your December 7 Steering Committeee meeting, if desired.  There is ample time to fine tune this monitoring plan since it is not due until March.

Once again, thank you for submitting the TMDL Prioritization Report.  Please share this letter with the appropriate MS4 permittees.  We thank you and the Steering Committee for allowing us to meet with  you during your November 17 meeting to discuss the Cycle 3 permit
Sincerely,
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Eric H. Livingston

Program Administrator

NPDES Stormwater Section

